
     

 

                     April 8, 2020 

Dear Parishioners & Friends, 

 “We grope along the wall like blind men; we grope like those who have no eyes…” (Is. 59:10) 

This passage from prophet Isaiah captures vividly our experience for the past weeks because of the 

unprecedented outbreak of COVID-19. Instantly, this plague ascertained that everything around us is temporary. 

As much as we detest admitting, we are not in control. Things our lives normally revolved around - work, school, 

ministry, church services, going to the gym, shopping, watching movies – all are gone in a snap and we are left 

groping in the dark learning to live without them as we are sheltering in place. 

With the number of those afflicted with the coronavirus growing incessantly and as those succumbing to death is 

rising exponentially, we may find ourselves crying out echoing the very words Jesus uttered in His dark hours, “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me”(Mt. 27:46)  It isn’t Good Friday yet, but we are already bearing its 

weight!  

Thankfully, we have each other to lean on, our faith as our tower of strength, and our unwavering hope that God 

always provides whatever we need – in good times or bad. Looking back over the last 17 years of my priestly 

ministry, I cannot think of a single instance where God failed to provide for the church or myself or my family in 

every circumstance. I don't see why it should be any different today. As St. Paul in his letter to the Philippians 

reminds us, “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:19) 

In times of crisis, we have to have action plans and we are always ready to make something happen. Thanks to 

technology, the social media and our dedicated volunteers that make it possible for us to virtually bring to you the 

mass and the other devotions that we so love to do as a parish. In planning, however, I’ve learned that the best 

first response to a hard time is to practice waiting for God's lead. 

As we enter the Sacred Triduum, the one great festival recounting the last three days of Jesus' life on earth, the 

events of his Passion and Resurrection, when the Lamb of God laid down his life in atonement for our sins, let us 

in one heart and mind,  and in unison raise our voices in prayer.   

In our fear, Jesus comes to us in a special way these days touching us and saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 

(Mt. 17:6-7) Let us keep the faith, believing that Jesus enters into our struggles and carries us in them and 

together with Him, we will be victorious!          

St. Vincent Ferrer, pray for us! 

One with you in the Journey, 

 

Fr. Vicente C. Teneza, Pastor 


